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The French King's LETTER 5 Pope Clement XI. 


Anno 1712. 


M. H. F ather, T 


FT ER We have with all filial Duty and Humility kiſs'd your Sacred Feet, and implored 
A your Apoſtolical Benediction; We ſhall, according to our wonted Cuſtom, felicitate your 
H. npon the Commencement of the Year, wiſhing vou many of them for the Glory of 
God, and the Good of the Apoſtolick See. We have given Directions to our Couz. the Cardinal 
de Trimouille, to acquaint your H. with the State of Our Affairs, eſpecially in relation to that ot 
Religion, which We bave always at Heart. But in regard ſome Tbings-have happen'd exceedingly 
Advantageous to Our Common Cauſe, we ſhall take great Delight Our ſelves to communicate to 
your H. what has given this Happy Turn to that Arch-Herick Will. of England, of deteſtable Me- 
mory, who with invidious Eyes had long beheld our Grandeur, puſh'd on beſides by a miſtaken 
Zeal for the Liberty of Europe, firſt form'd a Potent Contederacy againſt Our encreaſing Power; 
but Heaven was pleas'd to make his Courſe bur ſhort; the Day in which We receiv'd the Account 
of his Death was not poſſible to be expreſs'd, and hardly to be conceiv'd. But for the Sins of France 
God has rais'd up A4 — with a double Portion of his Spirit; he animated the ſinking Hopes 
of the whole League; his conſummate Wiſdom, his ſedate and unmoveable Temper, inſpir'd their 
Councils and Armies, with an Unanimity not to be ſhaken, by the variety of their Forms of Go- 
vernment, difference of their Religious and Civil Intereſts, or all the mutual Jealouſies and Diſtruſts 
our utmoſt Art and Induſtry could inſinuate; he from'd their well concerted Deſigns, and executed 
what he Form'd; by him all our Reſolutions were diſcover'd almoit as ſoon as taken, and ſcarce 
ſooner Detected than Diſappointed ; whether he arrack'd our Lines, beſieg'd our Towns, or fought 
our Armies; neither Armies, 'Towns or Lines, put the leaſt Stop to his Arms; Succeſs every where 
attended him, as the natural Conſequence of his ſteady Conduct and Courage. 


The Danube, Rhine, Maes, Deule, Scheld, Lys, and Senſet, with innumerable ſmaller Rivers, 


will remain Monuments of his Glory, till they ceaſe to flow; another Campaign (I almoſt tremble 
to think of it) had added to that Number, the Some and the Seine; but Providence, for Cauſes beſt 
known to the Author of it, has ſeaſonably ſtep'd in to Our Aid, at a Time when we moſt wanted it, 
and leaſt expected it. The Honour Marl gain'd Abroad, the Favour of his Prince at Home, 
and the Love of the People, were ſuch Crimes as were not to be forgiven him; ſuch Methods were 
uſed for Deſtroying him, as none but Princes ought to know, and their Miniſters praQtiſe. 

We dare not undertake to unfold this Glorious Myſtery to your H. a Day may come when it may 
be for the Honour of the Perſons concern'd, as it is now for Our Advantage. 


The firſt Intimation we had of the good Diſpoſition of ſome G. M. in E. was ſame time ſince, 


when they procur'd an Act of P. which may be properly calbd an Agrarian Law, excluding the rich 
and wealthy Citizens from being Members, tho? even for Trading Cities and Boroughs; this was at 
firſt look d upon as a good Omen: Thoſe rich Trading People, for want of an Univerſity Education, 
have but very mean Notions of the Prerogative of their Sovereign, and fancy they have a juſt Title 
70 my they get by their Induſtry, tho? the Prince has never ſuch urgent Occaſions to make uſe of it 
imſelt. | 
At length Tabard, to Crown our Hopes, arriv'd, and we venture to ſay to your H. has done us 
more Service. where he reſided as Priſoner, than de could have done by being Victorious at Hockſeer. 


By him, among many Secrets of State, we were told how acceptable *rwould be to our Friends in E. 


to keep Gen. Stanhope cloſe Priſoner ; This Stanbope, this great Man, the nearelt of any both for 
Valour and Learning to Cæſar, is ſo weak as to uſe all his Talents for the Liberty of his Country, 
which Cæſar bravely trampl'd on. 5 3 
When Things have the happy Event they reaſonably ſeem to promiſe, it will be no ſcruple with 
your H. but that our utmoſt Endeavours will be to extirpate tht Northern Hereſy ; for when we have 
already proceeded againſt our own Subjects by Goals, Dragoons, and Gallies, Strangers and Foreigners 
are not to expect from us greater Lenity and Moderation. 

We know it will be very acceptable News to your H. to let you know the Clergy of E. ſeem to en- 
tertain Sentiments not ſo contrary as formerly to the Holy See; they Preach every where the Dignity 
of their Function above that of the Laity, and exclaim againſt the Sacrilege us'd in Alienating the 
Church Lands We ſhall be able in a little Time to give your H. a larger Account of theſe Mat- 
ters, and hope it will not be long before we ſhall interceed with your H. for a Diſpenſation for the K. 
of G. B. to call himſelf a Proteſtant ; which being for rhe general Benefit of the Catholick Church, 
doubt not of your Hearty Concurrence. ; N 


We again kiſs your H. Slipper, and are your moſt Dutiful Son, 
1 . LOYIS. 
Underneath, PH ELI PE AVA. 
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